
RECORDING OF PROCEEDINGS 
 
 

Wyoming Board of Agriculture Minutes 
October 27, 2005  

Lamplighter Motel, Powell, WY 
   
   
Members Present: Helen Jones, President 

Spencer Ellis, Vice President 
Lee Otto 
Gene Hardy 
Jim Mickelson 
David Graham 
John Etchepare, Director, WY Dept. of Agriculture 

                                                                                                                         
Youth Leadership Advisory: David Largent 
  
Members Absent:   Jack Corson 

Emily Horton 
Leif Undem 
Ben Way, Governor Freudenthal’s Office 
Frank Galey, Dean, UW  College of Agriculture 

  
WDA Staff Present: Jim Schwartz, Deputy Director 

Muff Parker, Recording Secretary 
Slade Franklin, Weed and Pest Coordinator 
Roy Reichenbach, Technical Services Manager 
Larry Bentley, Contracted Ag Program Coordinator 

              
The meeting was called to order by President Jones at 5:05 p.m. on October 27, 2005.  
  
Approval of Minutes 
Mickelson made a motion to approve the August 19, September 7, September 21, 
October 5, and October 19 minutes with a correction of noting Gene Hardy’s presence 
at the September 7 and October 5 meetings.  Seconded by Hardy.  All voted in favor.  
Motion carried. 
  
Conservation District Funding 
The Board reviewed the letter from WACD regarding the remaining base funding.  It is their 
board’s recommendation the funding be distributed in the following manner: Converse 
County and Platte County Conservation Districts - $1600.00 each and Niobrara Conservation 



District - $800.00. Graham made a motion to approve the base funding distribution 
request as presented.  Seconded by Otto.  All voted in favor.  Motion carried. 
  
Legislation Information   
Jim Schwartz talked about the bill process.  The Board would like to have talking points on 
all bills.  He suggested that each member register as a lobbyist if they think they may be in 
for any portion of the session and he handed out the forms needed to get registered.  Both 
John Etchepare and Jim stressed that if they are asked a question and don’t know the answer 
or aren’t sure, please say they will get the information back to that person.  They also stressed 
how important it is that they follow-up with the answer promptly.  The Board requested both 
the legislator book and the Capitol Club books so they could become more familiar with the 
representatives and senators. 
  
Declared and Designated Weeds 
Slade Franklin explained the designated weeds are those of state-wide concern and the 
declared list of those of concern to each of the 23 counties.  All 23 counties have obligations 
to treat those listed on the designated list if they have the funding and personnel resources.  
He indicated that Russian Olive would probably be added to the designated list and the 
Mountain Pine Beetle would probably be removed, pending approval of the Weed and Pest 
Council and the Board of Agriculture.  If there are any changes requested by the Council, 
there will be a hearing before the Board.  If no changes are made to the designated list each 
year, there is no need for a hearing. 
  
Living Legacy Program 
Helen explained her idea for the tree replacement program on the Wyoming State 
Fairgrounds.  She would like to have this continue to be a program directed by the Board of 
Agriculture for years to come.  Barney Cosner thanked the Board for their interest in 
replacing the trees at State Fair.  The members were given two sample logos and a sample 
brochure to review.  The members decided to give charge to Helen and keep them informed 
on the upcoming conference calls.  When a five-year plan is developed it will be presented to 
the members.  Her hope is to encourage each county to purchase trees and have them 
dedicated at the 2006 State Fair.  Long-term vision includes sending information to a vast 
array of groups who might be interested in participating in the program.  For each tree 
planted a plaque will be placed in the ground noting the donor, etc. 
  
Board Policy Book and Handbook 
Helen encouraged each member to review the books and they would discuss the changes or 
additions at future conference calls.  Her hope is to have both ready for approval at the April, 
2006 meeting at which time, the members will do their vision and plan of action based on 
these policies. 
  
Lynne Boomgaarden 
The Board wanted her to know they support the work being done at State Lands.  She 
appreciates that support, but now needs their support in obtaining the resources necessary to 
continue the programs and to carry out the duties of her office.  Their responsibilities have 



greatly increased due to several factors which include Coal Bed Methane and public access 
and recreation.  She feels her office need to increase her staff by 4 just to be able to keep up.  
She’s asked for a task force to review their trust asset management and feels she needs some 
discretionary funding to allow for purchases/exchanges that are made available, which 
haven’t been included in the budget.  She said it’s very difficult to know what purchases will 
become available two years down the road.  She also talked about the 50 million which is set 
aside to provide assistance to producers in the way of low interest loans, when the Governor 
declares the drought is over.  She indicated there is a letter prepared to go to the County 
Commissioners that lays out the needs of the Governor to make that declaration.  This 
program is not up and running, but as discussion for that moves along, she needs to be a part 
of the discussion so her office, and Fred Pannell in particular, can prepare to make those 
funds available.  
  
There being no further business, meeting was adjourned at 7:05 p.m. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
 
_______________________________________                  ___________________________ 
Helen Jones, President                                                          Date 
 


